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That is because he squeezes the blood o£ those who
borrow. That is why the c pawnbroker' is an
undesirable person in the community,
" However, I can say that, while many of the
statements made regarding me as the owner of most
of the loan offices in China are without doubt much
exaggerated, I am interested largely in such establish-
ments in some of the provinces. Nor am I ashamed
of such interest. On the other hand, I am glad that
so often have I been able to help poor people with
small loans, either upon their goods, their labour, or
just their promise. It is not seemly that I write of
my own virtues, but it is surely the privilege and
duty of every man to defend his name and character
when attacked. Therefore, I will say that, though
I have made a comfortable amount of wealth from
my loan offices, it has not been made by excessive
interest charges. If I had been a hard man to all
those who had borrowed from my agents and were
unable to pay I would to-day be one of the richest
men in the world. And then, too, I have never
used what wealth was graciously given me by the
good gods for evil purposes. I have bought neither
honours nor offices. I would cut my face with a
knife rather than accept an office or an honour by
purchase,
" It is true that I have loaned large sums to the
provinces, and even to the Throne, but it is also
true that certain honours were stripped from me
when the Government was greatest in my debt."
There is no doubt that Li had " lent" large sums
of money to the Throne, but the word a Throne"
in this instance must be held to refer, not to the
Government, but to Tzu Hsi and her Chief Eunuch
Li Lien-ying. Similarly the Empress " lent" Li
large sums (estimated at eight million taels) out of
her private hoard of gold in 1894. as a grant in aid

